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An Order for Evening 
Greeting 
 Light and peace is Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves 

as your servants, for Jesus' sake.  For the same God who said, "Out of darkness let 

light shine," has caused his light to shine within us, to give the light of revelation—

the revelation of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.   

                                                                                                  2 Corinthians 4:5-6 

Prayer for Light  
 

Let us pray. 
 

O Lord God Almighty, as you have taught us to call the evening, the morning, and 

the noonday one day; and have made the sun to know its going down: Dispel the 

darkness of our hearts, that by your brightness we may know you to be the true God 

and eternal light, living and reigning for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech you, O Lord; and by your great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Almighty and most merciful God, kindle within us the fire of love, that by its 

cleansing flame we may be purged of all our sins and made worthy to worship you in 

spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The candles on either end of the Altar are now lighted.   

O Gracious Light    Phos hilaron 

O gracious light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds. 



Selection from the Psalter   
 

Psalm 40 

I waited patiently for you, O God; * 

you stooped to me and heard my cry. 

You lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * 

you set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 

You put a new song in my mouth, 

a song of praise to our God; * 

many shall see, and stand in awe, 

and put their trust in you. 

Happy are they who trust in you; * 

they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 

Great things are they that you have done, O God, 

how great your wonders and your plans for us; * 

there is none who can be compared with you. 

Oh, that I could make them known and tell them, * 

but they are more than I can count. 

In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * 

(you have given me ears to hear you); 

Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * 

and so I said, “Behold, I come. 

In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 

‘I love to do your will, O my God; 

your law is deep in my heart.’ ” 

I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * 

behold, I did not restrain my lips, 

and that, O God, you know. 

Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; * 

I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation. 

You are the Holy One; 

do not withhold your compassion from me; * 

let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 

For innumerable troubles have crowded upon me; 

my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see; * 

they are more in number than the hairs of my head, 

and my heart fails me. 



Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 

O God, make haste to help me. 

Let those who seek my life be ashamed 

and altogether dismayed; * 

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 

draw back and be disgraced. 

Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, * 

because they are ashamed. 

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 

let those who love your salvation say for ever, 

“Great is the Holy One!” 

But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 

come to me speedily, O God. 

You are my helper and my deliverer; * 

O God, do not tarry. 
 

Silence 
 

Psalm 41 

Happy are they who consider the poor and needy! * 

God will deliver them in the time of trouble. 

God preserves them and keeps them alive, 

so that they may be happy in the land, * 

and does not hand them over to the will of their enemies. 

God sustains them on their sickbed * 

and ministers to them in their illness. 

I said, “O God, be merciful to me; * 

heal me, for I have sinned against you.” 

My enemies are saying wicked things about me, * 

that I should die and my name perish. 

Even if they come to see me, they speak empty words; * 

their heart collects false rumors; 

they go outside and spread them. 

All my enemies whisper together about me * 

and devise evil against me. 

They say a deadly thing has fastened on me, * 

that I have taken to my bed and will never get up again. 

Even my best friend, whom I trusted, 

who broke bread with me, * 

has spurned me and turned against me. 



But you, O God, be merciful to me and raise me up, * 

and I shall repay them. 

By this I know you are pleased with me, * 

that my enemy does not triumph over me. 

In my integrity you hold me fast, * 

and shall set me before your face for ever. 

Blessed be the God of Israel, * 

from age to age. Amen. Amen. 
 

Silence 
 

Bible Reading                                                                                       Matthew 25 
  

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 

sit on the throne of his glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 

and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  Then the king will 

say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 

took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.'  Then the righteous will answer 

him, "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 

gave you something to drink?  And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you 

sick or in prison and visited you?'  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 

just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did 

it to me.'  Then he will say to those at his left hand, "You that are accursed, depart 

from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;  for I was hungry 

and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,  I was a 

stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick 

and in prison and you did not visit me.' Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was 

it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 

did not take care of you?'  Then he will answer them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.'  And these will go away 

into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
  

 

  



Canticle 15  The Song of Mary 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in you, O God my Savior, * 

for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 

and holy is your name. 

You have mercy on those who fear you * 

from generation to generation. 

You have shown strength with your arm * 

and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

Casting down the mighty from their thrones * 

and lifting up the lowly. 

You have filled the hungry with good things * 

and sent the rich away empty. 

You have come to the help of your servant Israel, * 

for you have remembered your promise of mercy, 

The promise made to our forebears, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

As each section of the Great Litany is read, candles on the altar are lit 

 

The Great Litany 

I. 

Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth, 

Have mercy on us. 

Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, 

Have mercy on us. 

Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful, 

Have mercy on us. 

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God, 

Have mercy on us. 

 

II. 

From all evil and mischief; from pride, vanity and hypocrisy; 

from envy, hatred and malice; and from all evil intent, 

Savior deliver us. 



From sloth, worldliness and love of money; from hardness of 

heart and contempt for your word and your laws, 

Savior deliver us. 

From sins of body and mind; from deceits of the world, flesh and 

the devil, 

Savior deliver us. 

From famine and disaster; from violence, murder, and dying 

unprepared, 

Savior deliver us. 

In all times of sorrow; in all times of joy; in the hour of our death 

and at the day of judgment, 

Savior deliver us. 

By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your birth, childhood 

and obedience; by your baptism, fasting and temptation, 

Savior deliver us. 

By your ministry in word and work; by your mighty acts of 

power; by the preaching of your reign, 

Savior deliver us. 

By your agony and trial; by your cross and passion; by your 

precious death and burial, 

Savior deliver us. 

By your mighty resurrection; by your glorious ascension; and by 

your sending of the Holy Spirit, 

Savior deliver us. 

 

III. 

Hear our prayers, O Christ our God. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Govern and direct your holy Church; fill it with love and truth; 

and grant it that unity which is your will. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, and to 

make disciples of all the nations. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Enlighten your bishops, priests and deacons with knowledge and understanding, 

that by their teaching and their lives they may proclaim your word. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Give your people grace to witness to your word and bring forth 

the fruit of your Spirit. 



Hear us, O Christ. 

Bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Strengthen those who stand; comfort and help the fainthearted; 

raise up the fallen; and finally beat down Satan under our feet. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

 

IV. 

Guide the leaders of the nations into the ways of peace and justice. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Give your wisdom and strength to Donald, the President of the 

United States, Tom the Governor of this state, that in all things they may do your 

will, for your glory and the common good. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Give to the Congress of the United States, the members of the President’s Cabinet, 

those who serve in our state legislature, and all others in authority the grace to walk 

always in the ways of truth. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Bless the justices of the Supreme Court and all those who administer the law, that 

they may act with integrity and do justice for all your people. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Give us the will to use the resources of the earth to your glory and for the good of 

all. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Bless and keep all your people, 

Hear us, O Christ. 

 

V. 

Comfort and liberate the lonely, the bereaved and the oppressed. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Keep in safety those who travel and all who are in peril. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Heal the sick in body, mind or spirit and provide for the homeless, the hungry and 

the destitute. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Guard and protect all children who are in danger. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Shower your compassion on prisoners, hostages and refugees, and all who are in 

trouble. 



Hear us, O Christ. 

Forgive our enemies, persecutors and slanderers, and turn their hearts. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

Hear us as we remember those who have died and grant us with them a share in 

your eternal glory. 

Hear us, O Christ. 

 

VI. 

Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and our 

deliberate sins; and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our lives 

according to your word. 

Holy God, 

Holy and Mighty, 

Holy Immortal One, 

Have mercy on us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Music:  I am Sending You Light 

The Prayers 

 

For an Election 
  

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide 

the people of the United States in the election of officials and representatives; 

that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected and 

our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

 

 



In Times of Conflict 
  

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our 

struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, 

and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

For the Human Family 
  

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 

hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 

bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in 

harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Supplication 

O Lord, arise, help us; 

And deliver us for your Name's sake. 

O God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers and mothers have declared to 

us, the noble works that you did in their days, and in the old time before them. 

O Lord, arise, help us; and deliver us for thy Name's sake. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

O Lord, arise, help us; and deliver us for thy Name's sake. 

V. From our enemies defend us, O Christ; 

R. Graciously behold our afflictions. 

V. With pity behold the sorrows of our hearts; 

R. Mercifully forgive the sins of thy people. 

V. Favorably with mercy hear our prayers; 

R. O Son of David, have mercy upon us. 

V. Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ; 

R. Graciously hear us, O Christ; graciously hear us, O Lord Christ. 

 



The Officiant concludes 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers and mothers, creator of the changes 

of day and night, giving rest to the weary, renewing the strength of those who are 

spent, bestowing upon us occasions of song in the evening. As you have protected 

us in the day that is past, so be with us in the coming night; keep us from every sin, 

every evil, and every fear; for you are our light and salvation, and the strength of 

our life. To you be glory for endless ages. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. Amen. 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

   and be gracious to you. Amen. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

   and give you peace. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Let us bless the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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