
 

 
 

 

December 11,  2022 
Third Sunday of Advent 

10:00 am 
  Trinity Buckingham Episcopal Church 

2631 Durham Rd, PO Box 387 

Buckingham, PA 18912 

Phone: 215-794-7921 

Office@trinitybuckingham.org 



Welcome to Trinity Church! 
 

Welcome to this gathering place, friend and stranger, saint and sinner.  Come, with hope 

or hesitation; come with joy or yearning; all who hunger, all who thirst for life in all its 

fullness.  May our generous God and our compassionate Savior and the life-giving Spirit 

bless you this day. 
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us today.  If you are new to worship                                      

in the Episcopal Church, we hope that you will simply enjoy the movement of the service 

and focus on the message of the Gospel, and not worry too much about what to do or what 

not to do.  In general, we stand to sing, sit to listen and stand or kneel to pray, but please be 

comfortable.  Some people will cross themselves, bow or kneel at different times—this 

reflects a personal preference and you are encouraged to follow your own. 
 

If you are seeking a church just for today, thank you for celebrating with us and may God 

be with you as you travel.  If you are searching for a new church home and family, know 

that you are welcome. We wish to greet you today or on your next visit in whatever manner 

will suit you best.  Please leave a visitor’s card at the registration desk. 
 

Face-to-face worship during a global health crisis continues to present some challenges.  

Your health and well-being are our highest priorities.  While the CDC has ruled that 

vaccinated people may safely be indoors without masks, some in our community have not 

been vaccinated, so, while now optional, masking remains the safest practice. 
 

Please help us care for one another by taking your bulletin and any trash with you when you 

go, and by using the provided cleaning supplies if you visit the restrooms. 
 

Children are very welcome in the sanctuary.  The nursery is not staffed, but you are 

welcome to visit it with your child.  The audio from the sanctuary is transmitted to the 

nursery. Sunday School takes place during the first part of the 10 am service. 
 

On First Sundays beginning in October, the 10 am service will be intentionally hospitable to 

children, including interactive prayers, music and a children’s message.  No matter your age, 

this service is for you!  The Children of All Ages service will be the main worship service on 

First Sundays.  

 

Leading Worship Today 
Celebrant & Preacher:  Nancy Dilliplane 

Lay Associate for Liturgy and Spirituality & Accompanist:  Martha Dudich                                        

Seminarian: Amy Crawford  

Greeter/Usher: Natalie Welker-Marx 

Chalice:  Kay Kinney, Jim Sanders                               Acolyte: Sue Snyder 

Lay Reader & Intercessor:   Bob Kinney, Marjorie Guidry     

Altar Guild: Meg Perry/Joanne Welker      A/V:  Jill Unger 

Open/Close:  Janet Zimmerman,  Sara Swidorski     



Prelude                                                                                                Martha Dudich 
 

Opening Hymn:  People Look East 

 



The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 
 

 
Salutation                                                                                                      

 One:  Blessed are you, Holy and Living One. 

 Many:  You come to your people and set them free. 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

Kyrie 

 



 

 

    
Collect of the Day 
 

One:   The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 

One:  Let us pray. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 

are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 

deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 



Blessing and Sending of the Children 
 

Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of 

children: Give us calm strength and patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may 

teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, following the example of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 

     
 

     

     

The Word of God 
 

Please be seated for the Lessons 

The prophet Isaiah speaks about the sudden transformation that can take place in a 

desert when the rains come. This refreshment is a metaphor for the coming of God’s 

reign:  there is no wilderness in our lives to which God cannot bring hope and 

renewal.   
 

First Lesson                                                                                        Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing.  
 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 



the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

"Be strong, do not fear!  

Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance,  

with terrible recompense. 

He will come and save you."  
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert;  

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water;  

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
 

A highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy Way;  

the unclean shall not travel on it, 

but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  

No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;  

they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there.  

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing;  

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness,  

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 



Canticle 15                                                                             words by Rory Cooney 
 

 
 

 
      



 

 

 

The Epistle of James reminds us that in the time between the first and final coming of 

Christ, we must be patient.  We are not, however, to become resigned, but to use the 

time of waiting to care for one another and to live right now the way we hope that 

Christ would find us were he to turn up at our door this afternoon. 
 

Second Lesson                                                                                       James 5:7-10 
 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 

late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 

Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 

judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and 

patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Anthem:   

Please stand, as you are able for the Anthem and reading of the Gospel.  



 
 

In today’s Gospel lesson, John asks for reassurance from his prison cell that he has 

not pinned his expectations for a Messiah on the wrong person.  Jesus does not 

directly answer the question but directs John—and us, too—to behold all the places 

that God’s love can be seen in action.  Jesus then tells the crowds that they will be 

even greater than the great imprisoned prophet—because they will be able see God’s 

love in action in the light of the Resurrection. 
 

Gospel Lesson                                                                                 Matthew 11:2-11 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   

Glory to you, Lord Christ.       
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 

and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 

Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their 

sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 

the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no 

offense at me.” 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you 

go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are 

in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 

more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’  

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 

the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 



Gospel Reflection                                                                           Nancy Dilliplane 

 

Nicene Creed                                                                                                 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 



God of the prophets, give your church courage to speak truth, and to tell of your love. 

God of the prophets, hear us and help us! 
 

God of the angels, give your church voice to sing your presence into the world.  

Give the world a freedom song, and help us to speak peace throughout the earth. 

God of the angels, hear us and help us! 
 

God of Mary and Elizabeth, give your church grace to be pregnant with hope and to 

bring forth new life for a barren world. 

God of our mothers, hear us and help us! 
 

God of Zechariah and Joseph, give your church dreams and visions, and the courage 

to follow them. 

God of our fathers, hear us and help us! 
 

God of the shepherds, give your church humility, and to all who sit in darkness, 

alone and afraid, a light from heaven proclaiming peace. 

God of the shepherds, hear us and help us! 
 

God of the magi, give your church gifts, and the will to leave home to find you 

among the poor. 

God of the magi, hear us and help us! 
 

God of the Holy Innocents, give your church power to stand against violence and to 

protect the powerless. 

God of the victim, hear us and help us! 

God of all, we pray for: 
 

Michael our presiding bishop, Daniel our bishop, Nancy our rector, Amy and 

all who are preparing for ordination, and for the ministry of all the baptized. 
 

Joe, our president, Tom, our governor, our congress, assemblies, courts and 

school boards, that they may provide for the needs all people and uphold the 

dignity of every human being. 
 

Those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish pray lists, those 

whose names are written on our hearts and the prayer cards in the basket and 

those we name now, silently or aloud. 
 

Those who have died, especially those we name now, silently or aloud… 
 

God of all, hear us and help us! 
 



God our Sovereign, you are always coming into the world.  Come to us now, soon, 

and forever, and let us receive you as the Child of holiness and the Wind of change, 

through whom, this day, we pray.  Amen.       
 

Confession and Absolution of Sin 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

Offering of our Common Lives 
 

Offertory Anthem:   Comfort, My People ~Ian Callanan        The Trinity Choir 

 

At God’s table, there is food for all who are hungry.  If you are seeking God and a deeper 

knowledge of Jesus Christ, you are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you are not 

baptized, and would like to learn more about what this could mean for you please speak to 

our rector, Nancy.  Communion will be distributed at the bottom of the chancel steps.  

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please consume the bread at the time you receive it and 

move to the chalice located at either side aisle.  It is preferred that you sip from the chalice 

rather than dipping your bread.  The alcohol-free chalice will be available in addition to 

wine on the right-hand side.  If you prefer to receive only the bread, simply bypass the 

chalice and return to your seat.  If you prefer not to receive bread or wine at this time, 

remain seated and make a spiritual communion, in solidarity with those who are at home.  
 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

A Prayer for Unity 
 

Loving God, beyond limits of time and space, you come to us unbidden, and 

you sustain us in body and in spirit.  We are grateful to receive you, as we are 

and where we are, whether we receive you in physical or spiritual bread.  Give 

us grace to respond this day, and in the days to come.  Nourished for service, 

may our hearts be made ready, our eyes be made open, our hands be made 

strong and our feet be made willing to do your will in all the places to which 

you call us.  We long to unite ourselves wholly to you and to one another, and 

in all things remain a Eucharistic people, the body of Christ, in whose name 

we pray.  Amen. 
 

One:  The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also with you.                                                                                                         

One:  Lift up your hearts. 

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because you sent your beloved Son 

to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 

when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 

without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 

the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 

him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 

death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 

to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray you, gracious God, to 



send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, 

we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author 

of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 



 

 

Communion of the People 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 

us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Increase our 

hope, dispel our apathy; inspire our imagination, and deepen our commitment 

until we become signs of the kingdom for which we and others pray.  Amen.  

Come Lord Jesus.  
 

Dismissal 
 

One:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.      

Many: Thanks be to God.   
 

Sending Hymn Prepare the way, O Zion 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

The Longest Night: A Service of Healing and Remembrance 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 at 7 pm in Historic Trinity 
 

Christmas Eve Fill the Creche Service 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 at 4 pm in the Main Sanctuary 

Service is includes Holy Communion  

and is intentionally hospitable to children 
 

Christmas Eve Traditional Service 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 at 8 pm in the Main Sanctuary 

Service includes special music, hymns and Holy Communion 
 

Christmas Day  Contemplative Service 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 at 10 am in Historic Trinity 

Service includes special music, poetry, quiet reflection  

and Holy Communion 
 

A Service of Lessons and Christmas Carols 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 at 10 am in the Main Sanctuary 

Service includes scripture readings, carols, quiet reflection  

and Holy Communion 

Please note that there will be no 8 am worship service on December 25 or January 1 



The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop 

The Right Rev. Daniel G. P. Gutierrez, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Nancy Burton Dilliplane, Rector  rector@trinitybuckingham.org 

  

SEMINARIAN 

Amy Crawford 
 

VESTRY 

Joanne Welker, Rector’s Warden 

Janet Zimmerman De Caprio, Barbara Kroberger,  

Peter Oliver, RoseMarie Proctor, Sara Swidorski,  

Lynda Vesely, Natalie Welker-Marx 
 

STAFF 

Cynthia Goode, Parish Office Manger   office@trinitybuckingham.org 

Martha Dudich, Lay Associate for Liturgy & Spirituality    

liturgymaven@aol.com 

Caroline Oakes, Minister of Media Communications   

caroline@trinitybuckingham.org  
 

VOLUNTEERS 

Ray Perisho, Assistant Accounting Warden 

Jill Unger, Acolyte Coordinator    

Meg Perry & Joanne Welker, Altar Guild    
  

 

TRINITY BUCKINGHAM ACADEMY 

215-794-5530  www.trinitybuckinghamacademy.org 

Alison Rose, Director 

 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday – 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Friday – Closed 

 

 

 
 


